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L B 899. No obj ec t i o n s h e a r d , so ordered. We will pass over
LB 899 . Th at wi l l i nc l ud e 8 9 9 A a l s o t hen . LB 992, M r. Cl e r k ,
we have a request to pass over that one.

CLERK: Y e s , s i r , th er e i s a request to pass over 992A as well.

S ENATOR CARSTEN: O k a y , we' ll move to LB 1 129, Mr . Cl er k .

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , LB 1129 , I do h ave a m o ti on . Senator
Pappas, you wanted to withdraw yours. Then, M r . Pr e s i d e n t ,
Senator Hef n e r wou l d move to r eturn LB 1129 for purposes of
striking the enacting clause.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Senator Hefner, please.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I m o v e
t o r et u r n LB 112 9 t n s t i xk e t h e en a c t i n g c l au se . This b i l l as
amended zs t h e r e t i r em en t b i l l f or state senators. Of course
you wouldn't recognize it by the title that it's r efe r r i n g t o on
t he gr e e r . sh ee t , h ow e v e r , I no t i c e d t h at t h e b l u e b i l l t h at we
have in front of us does say that it's a retirement bill for us
s tat e senat o r s . I feel what w e' re doing he r e , we' r e
circumventing our Const tution. Our Constitution says, "Members
of the Legislature shall receive no p ay o r pe r qui s i t e s other
t han sai d sa l a ry a n d e x p e n ses . " And I feel that this bill goes
against our Constitution. When we look up the word perquisite,
up zn t h e d i c t : on ar y , it says something received in addi t i o n t o
regular pay or profit resulting from o n e's posi tion or
employment. If retirement pay is n 't something received in
addition, something that xs extra, then I guess I'm a l l wr o n g .
I f t h i s bod y t h i nk s or wants a retirement plan, I t h i n k w e
should do it up front and let me say this. I' m not again t a
retirement plan for senators, but I think we should d o i t i n a
p roper way and t he p r op er way w o u l d b e t o i n t r o d uc e a
constitutional amendment, hold a p u b l i c bearding, t hen b r i n g i t
up to the floor for debate and, if we get 30 vctes or 4 0 vo t e s ,
t hen w e' l l p u t i t up to a vote of the people. But I t h i nk
t hat ' s t he p r op e r wa y . Let the citizens in Nebraska vote f o r
it. The way we' re doing this is not right. It' s wrong. I t ' s
just as wrong as it can be and I think that we' ll lose a lo t o f
credibility xn this b ody b y p ass i ng t h i s . Th e b i l l is
unconst i t u t i ona l . ' gust hope that the Governor has e nough gu t s
to veto it and if he doesn't and it becomes law, t h en we' re
putting a lot of pres sure, like I said the other day, we' re
putting a lot of pressure on the State Supreme Court because we
set the s alaries of the Supreme Court justicesa nd we a l s o s e t
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